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to speak while their majesties were in residence.
He replied that he acknowledged only the
authority of the General Assembly of the Kirk,
and that only " so far as the word of God " would
permit him to acknowledge it. The Protestants
of Edinburgh rallied to his support, and Knox
was not out of the pulpit for long.
But it was a proof that Mary had not forgiven
him, and that she had now the power to sway the
council as she would. Moray and several other
Protestant lords had risen against her after her
marriage to Darnley, but the queen had been
triumphant in the struggle, and the rebels had
been forced to flee to England. Mary now ruled
with the Italian David Rizzio as her principal
adviser, and had got rid of most of the Protestant
lords who had shared in the government. Rizzio
supported the queen's scheme for the re-establish-
ment of Catholicism, and the policy of the
administration was to embarrass the Protestant
ministers as much as possible. Their salaries
were unpaid, their rights challenged, and their
protests tossed aside unread.
Darnley, however, was jealous of Rizzio, the
nobles were incensed against the foreigner for his
power and arrogance, and a compact was reached
between Darnley and a number of the Protestant
lords to assassinate the queen's favourite. The
assassination took place on the gth of March,
15663 and Knox, although he had no direct part